
Day23: History  
 
Read pages 469 - 473 of the pages that follow this sheet. 
 

1. What happened to the stock market in 1929? What was the result? 

2. Who won the US Presidential election in 1932? 

3. How was the New Deal unsuccessful? 

4. How did the Depression affect Europe and Asia? 

5. How did Hitler come to power in Germany? 

6. What did Hitler do to the Jews? 

7. How did Hitler and Mussolini help Spain? 

8. What countries did Hitler conquer by the spring of 1939? 

9. What was the Nazi-Soviet Pact? 

10. Why did England and France declare war on Germany? 

 
 
This video shows how World War 2 spread around the world. 
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=AUXIuYHFgBE  

 
 
Read pages 473 - 478 of the pages that follow this sheet. 
 

11. What happened to Paris at the beginning of the war? 

12. Who became Britain’s prime minister in 1940? 

13. What part did the RAF play in the Battle of Britain?  What was the outcome? 

14. Why did Hitler’s invasion of Russia fail? 

15. What was America doing during the early years of the war? 

16. How did Germany respond to American aid in England? 

17. What incident caused America to enter the war? 

18. What mistakes had the Japanese made at Pearl Harbor? 

 
Read pages 478- 486 of the pages that follow this sheet. 
 

19. Why did American troops go to Africa? 

20. Where did Churchill suggest that the Allies attack? 

21. Which American general headed up the D-Day Invasion? 

22. What happened on D-Day? 

23. Where was Germany’s last effective stand against the Allied advance? 



24. How did Hitler’s officers work against him? 

25. When did Germany surrender? 

26. What was the Bataan Death March? 

27. What was “island hopping”? 

28. The Japanese were losing the war.  Why didn’t they surrender? 

29. Who became the US President in 1945 (at the end of the war)? 

30. Why did the US decide to drop atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki? 

31. What is the Holocaust? 

 

WRITING  
 
Read the article about D-Day at the end of this document.  Circle the MOST IMPORTANT facts in the 
article.  You have to decide what is most important and what is just extra information.  Write a summary 
of the article using the most important facts.  Your summary should be 5 – 6 sentences long.  Use proper 
grammar, punctuation, and spelling.  Hand-write your summary, do not type it. 
 



















 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 





 
 
 
 





 
  



Writing Assignment: Summarizing  

D-Day 

D-Day was the name given to the first day of Operation Overlord—an action that took 
place during World War II. The operation was also called the Normandy Invasion. On 
June 6, 1944, British, Canadian, and U.S. troops invaded German-held France. 

In 1940 the Germans had invaded and occupied Belgium, the Netherlands, and a large part 
of France. The Allies (those on Britain’s side in the war) needed to find a way of relieving 
the occupied countries. As early as 1942 the three Allied leaders, Winston Churchill 
(Britain), Franklin D. Roosevelt (the United States), and Joseph Stalin (Russia), began 
meeting to discuss how this could be done. 

In 1943 they came up with a complicated plan called Operation Overlord. This involved 
landing thousands of soldiers on five beaches in Normandy in northwestern France. From 
there they hoped that their forces could push into France and drive out the Germans. 

The Germans knew that the Allies would plan an attack, but they believed it would 
concentrate on Calais, France. Calais was the closest French port to England. 

On June 5 a fleet of 3,000 landing craft, 2,500 other ships, and 500 naval vessels began to 
leave ports in England headed for France. That night thousands of men were dropped by 
parachute into the landing zone. Their task was to capture important towns, roads, and 
bridges in Normandy so that the soldiers from the beaches could make their way inland. 

Early on the morning of June 6 the fleet of ships arrived at the Normandy coast. The 
landing craft were boats that could carry soldiers and tanks. These ships could land on the 
beaches, drop off their soldiers and tanks, and then return to the larger ships to bring back 
more men. 

The five beaches chosen as the sites of the landings were spread along a 30-mile (48-
kilometer) stretch of coastline. British and Canadian soldiers landed on Sword, Juno, and 
Gold beaches. American soldiers landed on Omaha and Utah beaches. 

Before the first soldiers landed on the beaches, Allied ships and planes fired at German 
forts. They hoped to destroy them, but some of the forts were so well built that the 
Germans were protected and were able to attack the Allies. 



On the three British beaches the soldiers made good progress. They pushed inland. The 
Americans faced strong defenses on one of their beaches and took longer than they had 
planned to move off the beach. By the end of the day, though, all five beaches were in the 
hands of the Allies. 

In the days that followed, more and more Germans reached Normandy to fight the 
invasion. Despite this, the Allies managed to link up all their beaches. After a week the 
battle in Normandy was still going on, and Allied troops continued to land. Finally, toward 
the end of June, the Americans broke through the German defenses. 

By the time the Allies started a new attack, Operation Cobra, in July 1944, the German 
soldiers were exhausted and beginning to retreat. They were followed by the British and 
American soldiers. Some 200,000 Germans were surrounded and captured. By August 
1944 the Allies had reached Paris, France, and had freed it from German occupation. 

The D-Day landings came at a high cost. More than 200,000 Allied soldiers had been 
killed or wounded by the end of Operation Overlord. The Germans suffered a similar 
number of casualties. In addition to this, many French civilians were killed during 
bombing raids and battles as the fight moved inland and the Allies marched on Paris. 
Although the war would continue for another year, D-Day was the beginning of the end. It 
is considered one of the most successful operations in military history. 

 

From: https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/D-Day/476249 

 
 


